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INTRODUCTION. 


Teohab Babin gtoe Macabiai was bom on October 25tb, 
1800, at Eothlej Temple, Leicestershire His father, 
Zachary Macaulay, m African mercbanl^ was one of those 
by whose exertions the ^ve trade was abolished and the 
negroes in obr colonies emancipated After being educated 
at a prnate school, Macaulay, in his mneteenth year, 
entered Trmity College, Cambridge Here his career wss 
brilliant He gained the CraTen Scholarship, and sub 
sequently a Fellowship at Trinity After contributing a 
few unimportant articles to the M^azmes he may be said 
to have commenced his hterary career by his celebnted 
article on Mdton published in the JBdmbitrgh Bevtew, in 
1824 This article, though justly condemned by Ins own 
maturer taste as gaudy, attmoted great attention at the time 
He subsequently pubhshed many papers hterary, historical 
and speculative, in the Edmbmgh Rektea 
In 1826 he nas called to the Bar at Lmcolns Inn, but 
he never practised In 1860 he entered Parliament as 
member for Caine He took an actiae part m the great 
debates on the Reform Bills of 1831-32 At the end of 
1832 he was returned member for Leed% one of the towns 
enfranchised by the Bill Throughout life he was a con 
sistent 'Whig, seldom, if ever, dnrmg his life altering his 
opinion* on any political question In 1834, he accepted 
an appointment in India as member of the Supreme Council 
and President of the law CommissuBif^nd sailed for 
Madras on 15th Pebruaiy 1834 <Se reached Madras on 
89 ^ 




cnticism , — ^none to philosophy His mind, isith ill its noli 
endowments, wis ansuited for pare speouhtiou (isf hia 
Essay on Baoon) Even in politics his lessoning is entiioly 
histoiicsl He IS mote of s ihetoncm, in short, then s 
thinker His works fall into three classes — ^Poems, Essays, 
and Histoij A few fragments of Tales, &o, are not 
included 


1 Poniis — ^Macaulay’s Pomf are chiefly in the ballad 
form A few lyncs and satnical party songs need only be 
mentioned The Lays of Ancient Sjome, designed as an 
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The e-tcessive m^u>uua oi ue-'iis ana allusions, and the 
contmuil use of the parhcnlar for the general m desenp 
tions, are flaws common both to Macaulay's prose and his 
poetry 

2 Essays — Of the Essays, the histoncal are much the 
most valuable , the others ate often mierestmg chiefly for 
•tlie historical sketches they contam Cotter Morison says 
of them • — “Macaulays Essays remain a brilliant and 
fascinating page in English hterature The world is never 
persistently mistaken in such cases Time enough has 
elapsed, since their pubhcation, to submerge them in 
oblivion had they not contamed a vital spark of gemus 
avhich criticism is powerless to eAtmgnish If not wells of 
original 1 nowledge, they have acted like irrigating rills 
wluoh convey and distribute the fertilizing waters from the 
fountain head The best would adorn any literature, and 
even the less successful have a picturesque animation, and 
convey an impression of power that will not easily be 
matched 

Of the two great Indian essays he writes — “Very 
different (from lus essays on the Rtts) are the two famous 
Indian articles on Chve and 'Watten Hastmgs In these 
we find no Attic seienly of diohon, but all fte pomp and 
splendour of Asiatic eloquence It is not unsuitable to the 
occasion , a somewhat gorgeous magnificence is not out of 
place in the East There is no need to dwell on pieces so 
universally and justly popular They belong, it need not 
be said, to his second and better manner, the rhetoric, 
though proud and high steppmg enough, is visibly under 
restramt, and amenable to the curb There was a particn 
lar reason why Macaulay was so successful in the articles 
on the two Pitts and the two Indian Fro consuls They 
weie men whose character he could thoroughly understand 
and largely admire " * 

S History — ^His History, though a fragment, is beyond 
comparison his greatest work It has enjoyed a popularity, 
greater perhaps than any other historical work ever acqumed. 

* Ch ni p 83 (edition of 1889) 
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AVr haie al^iajs thought it strange that, while the history 
of the Spanish empire m Ameiica is famihaily knoun to all 
the nations of Europe, the great actions of our countrymen 
in the East should even among omselves excite little 
interest Eiery schoolboy knows who impiisoned Monte 
zuma, and w ho strangled Atahualpa But w e doubt whether 
one in ten, even among English gentlemen of highly culti 
rated minds can tell who won 0ie battle of Buxar, who 
perpetrated the massacre of Patna, whether Sujah Dowlah 
ruled in Oude or m Travancore or whether Ilolkar was a 10 
Hindoo or a Mussulman Tet the aictones of Cortes were 
gained over savages who had no letters, who were ignorant 
of the use of metals, who had not bioken in a single 
animal to labour, who wielded no better weapons than those 
which could be made out of sticks, flints, and fish bones, 
who regarded a horse soldier as a monstei half man and 
half beast who took a barquebusier for a sorcerer, able to 
°catter tbe thunder and hghtnmg of the skies The people 
of India, when we subdued them, were ten times as numer 
ous as the Americans whom the Spaniards vanquished, and 20 
were at the same time qmte as highly civihsed as the vie 
tonous Spaniards They had reared cities larger and fairer 
than Saragossa or Toledo and bnildmgs more beautiful and 
costly than the cathedral of Seville They could show 







in Sliropsliire In the reign of Geoige the PiiGt^ this 
moderite hut ancient inhentence was possessed by Mr 
Richard Cine nho seems to have been a plain man of no 
gieat tact or capacity He had been bred to the law and 
diiided his time Imtween professional business and the 




predatory army, and compelled the ahopkcepeis to submi 
to a trihate of apples and halfpence, in consideratioD c 
which he guaranteed the secunty of then wmdoivs H 
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cargoes, and, abo\ e all, to keep an eye on pna ate traders wlio 
dared to mfiinge tke monopoly Tke } oungei clerks wei e so 
miserably paid that they could scaioely subsist mthout 
mcurrmg debt , the elder enriched themselves hy trading on 
Uieii own accoimt, and those who hved to rise to the top 140 
of the service often accnmnlated considerable fortunes 

Madras to which Cine had been appointed, was at this 
time perhaps the first in importance of the Company s 
sottlements In the preceding century, Foit St Seoige had 
aiisen on a barren spot beaten by a ii^png surf, and in 
the neighbourhood a town inhabited by many thousands of 
natn es had sprung up, as towns spring up in the East, with 
the rapidity of the prophets gourd There were already in 
the suburbs many white villas each surrounded by its 
garden, whither the wealthy agents of the Company retired 160 
after the labonis of the drek and the warehouse, to enjoy 
the cool bieeze which spnngs up at sunset from the Bey of 
Bengal The habits of these mercantile grandees appear to 
have been more profuse, luxnnous, and ostentatious than 
those of the high judicial and political functionaries who 
hai e succeeded ^em Bnt comfort was far less understood 
Manj devices wboh now mitigate the h»at of the climate, 
pieserve health and prolong life were unknown There 
was fai leas intercourse with Europe than at present The 
aoyage by the Cape, which m our tone has often been per 160 
formed withm three months, was then very seldom aooom 
plished in sis, and w as sometimes protracted to more than 
a year Consequently, the Anglo Indian was then much 
more estranged from his country, much more addicted to 
Oriental usages and much less fitted to mix iii society after 
his return to Europe, than the Anglo Indian of the present 

Within the fort and its precmct the English exercised, 
by pennission of the native government, an extensive 
authority, such as every great Indian landowner exercised 170 
w ithin his own domam But they had never dieamed of 
claiming independent power The surroundmg country was 
ruled by Uie Habob of the Carnabc, a deputy of the Viceroj 
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knowledge of books that he ever possessed As a boy be 
had been too idle as a man he soon became too busy for 
literary pnisoits 

Bat neither chmate nor poverly neither study nor the 
sorrows of a home sicl eijle could tame the desperate 
audacity of hie spirit He behaved to hia official eoperiots 
as he had behaaed to his schoolmasters and a a’ several 
tunes in danger of losing bis situation Twice while resid 
mg in the 'll nter s Buildings he attempted to destroy him 
self and tince the pistol ai^ch he snapped at his own hea 1 
failed to go off This circumstance it is said affected him 
as a similar escape affected ’Wallenstem After satisfying 
hunself that the pistol was really well loaded he burst forth 
into an exclamation that surely he was reserved for some 
thing great 

About this time an event which at first seemed likely to 
destroy all his hopes in hfe suddenly opened before him a 
new path to eminence Europe had been dunng some 
years distracted by the war of the Austrian succession 
George the Second was the steady ally of Maria Theresa 
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of Port St Dnid 
•imoiig liuiidieds of 
his new cilhiig othe ^ 
discerned in him — -judgment >!igici)} dcteience to legi 
timete 'luthonty He distmguished himself higlily in 
sei eril opentions against the Prench and nos paiticidarl} 
noticed hy M'yor Lantence who was then considered as the 
ablest British officer m India 
Chie had been only a few month' in the army uhen 
intelligence armed that peace had been concluded between SOO 
Great Britain and Prance Duploio. was m consequenci. 
compelled to restore Madras to the English Company and 
the young ensign was at hberty to resume his former bu'i 
ness He did indeed return for a short tune to Ins deal 
He again quitted it m order to assist M-yor Lawrence m 
some petty hostilities Tilth the natnes and then again 
returned to it 'While he nos thus naTering between a 
military and a cotnmoicial life events took place which 
decided his choice The pohtics of India assumed a new 
aspect There ivas peace between the Pnghsh and Preneh SIO 
Crowns but there arose between the English and Prench 
Companies trading to the East a war most eventful and 
important a war in which the pnze was notlimg less than 
the magnificent inhentance of the house of Tamerlane 
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the Mogul, inleJ os mmy subjects as thcKmg of rranoe 
or the Liupeioi of Germmy Even the deputies of these 
deputies might uell nnh, os to e\tent of teintoij ond 
amount of leieuue, onth tile Gnmd Duke of Tuscauj or the 
330 Eleotoi of Snvony 

Theie con he littie doubt thot tins gieot empiie powerful 
ond prospoious os it oppcots on o suporficiol new ivos yet, 
even in its best days, for worse gooeined than the worst 
oOTOiiicd paits of Euiope now ore The odmimsti otion was 
tointodwitli oil the vices of Onentol despotism, ond with 
oil the vices insepaiable from the domm ition of race oi ei 
loec The conflicting pretensions of the piinces of the 
103 ol house pioducod 0 long senes of crimes and public 
disosteis Ambitious lieutenants of tiie sovereign sometimes 
340 ospiicd to independence Ticice tubes of Hindoos, im 
poticnt of 0 foioign yoke, fiequently withheld tribute re 
pellcd the oimies of the goiemment fiom the mountaui 
fosliiesses ond poured down in aims on the cultiiotcd 
ploiiis In spite howeiei, of much constant mohdminis 
ti otion, m sjiitc of occosionol convulsions which shook the 
whole fiomc of society, tins greot monoichy, on the whole, 
letomed dmuig some gencrotions, on outwoid oppeoronoe 
of iinitj, mojeslj, ond energ} But, throughout the long 
leign of Auiungzebe, the state, notnithstonduig oil thot the 
850 vigour ond pohey of the piince could effect, was hastening 
to dissolution After his deoth which took ploce in the 
yeor 1707, the iiun wos fcoifull} rapid Tiolent shocks 
fiom without^ CO operated with on incurable decay which 
wos fast proceeding within, ond m a few yeaio the empire 
hod nndeigone nttcr decomposition 
y The histoiy of the succcssois of Theodosius bears no 
small analogy to that of the suooossora of Aurungzebe 
But perhaps the foil of the Caihnmgions furnishes the 
neaicst poiallcl to the foil of the Moguls Choilemagne 
360 wis scaicel} intciied wbmi the imbecility ond the disputes 
of Ins descendonts begon to bung contempt on themselves 
ond destinotion on then sulgects The wide dominion of 
the Tionks was severed mto o thousand pieces Nothing 







■whom the tremhlmg monks &ncied that they lecognised 
the Gog 01 Hagog of prophecy, earned hack the plunder of 
the cities of Lombaidy to the depths of the Pannonian 
forests The Saracen ruled in Sicily, desolated the feitile 
plains of Campania, and spread terror even to the walls of 
Borne In the midst of these snffermgs, a great internal 
change passed upon the empire The corruption of death 
began to ferment mto new forms of life 'While the great 380 
body, as a whole, was torpid and passive, eveiy separate 
member began to feel with a sense, and to move with an 
energy all its own Just here, in the most barren and 
dreaiy tract of European history, all feudal pn'vileges, all 
modern nobility, take their source It is to this point 
that we trace the power of those prmces who, nominally 
vassals/ but really mdependent, long governed, with the 
titles of dukes, marquesses, and counts, almost eveiy pari of 
the dominions which had obeyed Charlemagne 

Such or nearly such was the change which passed on 390 
the Mogul empire durmg the foity years which followed the 













ne^ misteis of India the great Hizam al ilulk Viceroy of 
the Deccan His authority descended to his son Nazii 
Jung Of the provinces subject to this high fui ctionary 
the Carnatic ues the irealthiest and the most evtensiie 
It iras governed by an ancient Khaoh ivhose name the 
English corrupted into Anaverdy Ehan SSO 

Hut there were pretenders to the government both of the 
viceioyalty and of the subordinate province Hirzapha 
Jung a grandson of Nizam al Mull appeared as the com 
petitor of Nazir Jung Chunda Sahib son m law of a 
hrmec Nabob of the Carnatic disputed the title of 
Anaieidj Khan In the unsettled state of Indian law it 
was easy for both Mirzapha Jung and Chunda Sahib to 
make out something like a clam of nghi In a society 
altogether disorganized they had no difficulty in finding 
greedy adventureis to follow their standards They united 640 
their interests invaded the Carnatic and applied for assis 
tance to the French whoso feme had been raised by then 









the iiogre^s which m the shoit space of four years aa 
European adrenturer had made towards dommion m Asia 
lor nas the aamglouous Pieuchman content inth the 
lealit} of poner He loaed to display lus gieatness with 
airogant ostentation before the eyes of his subjects and of 600 
his m als Heai the qiot whore his policy hod obtained its 
chief tnuniph by the foil of Nam- Jung and the elevation 
of Uuzapba ho determined to erect a colnmn on the four 
aides of which four pompons inscriptions m foui languages, 
should proclaim his ^ory to all the nations of the East 
hfedals stamped with emblems of bis successes were buned 
beneath the foundations of this stately pillar and round it 
arose a toim bearing the han^ty name of Hnpleix Eati 
habad which is, being interpreted the City of the Victoiy 
of Dupleia 6i0 

The English liad made some feeble and irresolute attempts 
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encamped close to the toivn At dead of niglit, Clive 
marched out of the fort, attacked the camp by suipiise, 
slen great iinmbera dispersed the lesk and returned to his 670 
quarters nithont having lost a single man 

The intcUigence of these events was soon carried to 
Ghnnda Sahib who, with his French allies, was besieging 
Trichmopoly He immediately detached four thousand men 
from hiB camp, and sent them to Arcot They were speedily 
yomed by the remains of the foice which Ch\e had lately 
scattered They were fmthei strengthened by two thou 
sand men fiom Velloie and by a still mors important lem 
forcement of a bundled and fifty Fiench soldieis whom 
Huplenc despatched from Pondiehetiy The whole of this 6S0 
aimy, amonntmg to about ten thousand men, was under 
the command of Bajah Sahib, son of Cbunda Sahib 
Bajsli Sahib proceeded to invest the foit of Arcot which 
seemed qmte incapable of sustainmg a,si^e The walls 
were rmnous, the ditches dry, the ramparts too narrow to 
admit the guns, the battlements too low to protect the 
soldiers The litUe garcieon had been greatly redneed by 
casualties It now consisted of a hundred and twenty 
Euiopeans and two bundled sepoys Only four officeis 
were left, the stock of provisions was scanty, and the 660 
commander, who had to conduct the defence under emoum- 
stances so discouragmg, was a young man of five and 
tw enty, who had been bred a book keeper 
Durmg fifty days the si^ went on Hunng fifty days 
the young captain maintained the defence, with a firmness, 
vigilance, and abihfy, which would have done honour to 
the oldest marshal in Europe The bieach however, in 
creased day by day The garrison began to feel the pressuie 
of hunger tlndersuch circumstances, any tioops so scantily 
provided with ofiiceis might have been expected to show 700 
signs of insubordmation , and the danger was peculiarly 
great in a force compost of men differing widely from 
each other m extraction, colour, language, manners, and 
religion But the devotion of the httle band to its chief 
surpassed anythmg that is related of the Tenth Legion of 







Sliost from tire mere effect of mental excitement They 
believe that nboeiei, during this festival, falls in arms 
against the inffdels, atones by bis death for all the sms of 
lus life, and passes at once to the garden of the Houns 
It nas at Qns time &at Sajah Sahib detennmed to 
assault Aicot Stimulatmg drugs were employed to aid 
the effect of rehgious zeal, and the besiegers, drunk ai ith 
enthusiasm, dmi^ aiith bong rushed fuuously to the 760 
attack 

Clia e had leceived seciet mtelligence of the design, had 
made his arrangements, and, exhausted by fatigue, had 
throavn himself on his bed He avas avral ened by the 
alarm and nas instantly at his post The enemy advanced, 
driving befoie them elephants whose foreheads were armed 
with iron plates It was expected that the gates would 
yield to the shock of these hvmg hattenng rams But the 
huge beasts no sooner felt the English musl et halls than 
they turned round, and luahed furiously away, tiamplin 
on the multitude which had urged them forward A la) 
was launched on tiie water which filled one pait of tli 
ditch Chve percmviDg that his gunners at that post di 
not understand their bnsmess^ took themanagement of a piec 
of aitilleiy himseli^ and cleared the raft m a few minute; 
Where the moat was dry the assailants mounted with gre: 
boldne's , but they were received with a fire so heavy an 
so well directed, that it soon quelled Hie courage even ( 
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iss TibIoti After three dospente onsets, the hesiegeis 
iired hohmd the ditch 

The struggle listed ihout in hour rour bundled of the 
iiilants fell The gimson lost onl} fire or si\ men The 
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thousands of nata es The viotoiious umy marched fiom 820 
the field of battle to Port St Daaid On the road lay the 
citj of the Yictoiy of Duplei-^ and the stately monument 
arluch u as designed to commemoiate tlie triumphs of rranco 
in the East Cln e ordered both the city and &e monument 
to bo lased to the ground He was mdnced, we beheve, to 
take this step not by periamal oi national malevolence, hut 
by a just and profound pohcy The toun and its pompous 
name, the pillar and its aauntmg inscriptione, were among 
the devices by uhioh Dupleiv had hid the puhhc mind of 
India under a spell This spell it was Clive s business to 830 
break The natives had been taught that Prance nas con- 
fessedly the fiist power in Europe, and that the English did 
not presume to dispute her supremac} No measmo could 
be mote effectual for the lemovmg of this delusion than the 
public and solemn demohtion of the Prench trophies 
The government of Madras, encouraged by these events, 
detemuned to send a strong detachment, undei Cha e to re 
inforce the gainson of Tnchinopoly Bnt, just at tins con 
juncture. Major Lawrence amved^mPngland and assumed 
the chief command. From the waywardness and impatience 840 
of control which had characterised Cine both at school and 
in the counting house, it might haae been expected that he 
ai ould not, after such achievements, act anth seal and good 
humour m a subordinate capacity But Lawrence had early 
treated him aaith kindness, and it is bare justice to Cln e 
to say that, proud and overbeanng as he was kindness was 
nea er thrown away upon him He cheerfully placed him 
self under the orders of his old fnend, and exerted himself 
as strenuously in the second post as he could have done 
in the first Laarrence avell 1 new the value of such 350 
assistance Though himself gifted anth no intellectual 
faculty higher than plain good sense, he fully appreciated 
the powers of his brilliant coadjutor Though he had made 
a methodical study of mihtary tactics, and like all men 
regulaily bred to a profession, aias disposed to look with 
disdam on mterlopers, he had yet liberality enough to 
acknowledge that Chve was an exception to common rules 
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Tiom lus employeiB in Diiope ho no longei lecoived help 
01 countenance They condemned his pohcy They gave 
him no peouniaij asastonce They sent hmi for troops 
only the sveepings of the galleys Tet still ho persisted, 
intrigued, bribed, piomised, lavished his piivate fortune, 900 
strained his credit, piocuied new diplomas from Delhi, 
laised up new enemies to the government of Madias on 
eieiy side and found tools even among the alhes of the 
Inghsh Company But oH was in vam Slowly but 
steadily, the power of Biitain contmued to increase, and 
that of Fiance to decline 

The health of Chie had nevei been good durmg his le 
sidenee m India , and his constitution was non so much 
impelled that he deteimmed to return to England Befoie 
his depaituie he undertook a service of considerable diihculty, 910 
and performed it with his usual vigom and de\tenty The 
forts of Coi elong and Chinglepnt were occupied by French 
ganisons It was determmed to send a force against them 
But the only foice aaadahle for this purpose was of such a 
description that no officer hut Clive would risk his reputation 
by commanding it It consisted of fire hundred nenly 
leaned sepoys, and two hundred recrmtsn ho hadjust landed 
from England, and who were the worst and lowest n retches 
that the Company’s cnmps could pick up in the Hash houses 
of London Cha e, ill and exhausted as he oi as, undertook 920 
to make an army of this nndisciplmed rabble, and marched 
with them to Covelong A shot from the fort killed one of 
these evtiaoidinory soldiers, on which aU the rest faced 
about and lan away, and it was with the greatest difficulty 
that Clive rallied them On another occasion the noise of 
a gun teirified the sentinels so much that oue of them was 
found, some houis later, at the bottom of a well Clive 
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aftei the boohy hid aometliing in him His e\pressions 
of appiohition became stronger -md stronger as nens aiiived 
of one briUmt exploit 'dter -mothei , and he n as at length 
immoderate!; fond and prond of his son 980 

Chve’s relations had irery substantial lessons loi lejoiomg 
at his return Considerable sums of prize money had fallen 
to bis shaie, and he had brought home a moderate foitune, 
part of nhich he expended in extricating his father fiom 
peeuniaiy diflieulties and in redeemmg the family estate 
The remamdei he appears to haye dissipated in the course 
of about two j cars He hyed splendid!} , dressed gaily ea en 
for those times, kept a carnage and saddle horses, and not 
content m ith these ways of getnng nd of his mone} , resorted 
to the most speedy and effectual of all modes of eaacuation, 990 
— a contested election followed by a petition 
At the time of the geneial election of 17S4, the goiein- 
ment aras in a aery singular state There was scaroel} any 
formal opposition The Jacobites had been coned by the 
issue of the last rebelhon The Toiy party bad fallen into 
utter contempt It had been deserted by all the men of 
talents who had belonged to it, and had scarcely given a 
B}mptom of life durmg some years The small faction 
aihich had been held together by the influence and promises 
of Fiince rredenc, had been dispeised by his deatli 100 
Almost eveiy pnnhc man of distinguished talents in tlio 
kmgdom, uhatoTer his early connections might hare been, 
nas in office, and called hi^lf a 'Whig But this extra 
oidmary appearance of concord was quite delusiic The 
administeation itself uas distracted by bitter enmities and 
conflicting pretensions The chief object of its members 
aras to depress and supplant each other The piime 
mimster Newcastle, weak, timid, jealous, and perfidious. 
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despise ro'i. tLey hited, as the baldest end most subtle 
politician end the ablest debater among the UTiigs, es the 
steady friend of Welpole, as the delated adherent of thelOoO 
IDiike of Ciunherlend After ueveniig till the lest moment, 
they determmed to vote m a body with the Prime Minister s 
friends The consequence was that the House h} a small 
majontj rescinded the decision of the committee, and Chve 
11 as unseated 

Ejected from Parliament and straitened m his means he 
naturally began to look again ton aids India The Company 
and the Government were eager to avail themselves of his 
seivices A tieaty fevonrahle to England had mdeed been 
concluded in the Carnatic Dupleix had been superseded, 1060 
and had returned with the wreck of his immense fortune to 
Europe, ivlioie calumny and chicaneiy soon himted bun to 
his giai e But many signs mdicated that a wai between 
Erance and Gieat Bntam w as at hand , and it was therefore 
thought desirable to send an able commandei to the Com 
pany’s settlements in India The Emectors appomted Clive 
governor of Fort St Daaid The King gave lum the com 
mission of a lieutenant-colonel lu the Biibsh army, and m 
17B5 he again sailed for Asia 

The first service on which he was employed after his 1070 
return to the East was the lediiction of the stronghold of 
Ghenah This fortiess, built on a craggy promontory, and 
almost sui rounded by the ocean, was the den of a pirate 
named Angria, whose barks had long been the terror of 
the Aiabian Gulf Admiral TVatson who commanded the 
English squadron m the Eastern seas, burned Angria’s fleet, 
while Clive attacked the festness by land The place soon 
fell, and a booty of a hundred and fifty thousand pounds 
steilmg w as divided among the conquerors 

After this exploit Chae proceeded to his government of 1080 
Fort St David Before ho had been there two months he 
received intelligence which called forth all the energy of lus 
bold and actia e mind 

Of the provinces which had been sulqoot to the house of 
Tamerlane, the wealthiest was Bengal Ho part of India 













-ind implo -n-nrehonses rose in the iicmitj A row of 
spieiou house', belonging to the chief factoia of the Eist 1130 
Indii Compinj lined the banhs of the nver , and in the 
neighbourhood had sprung up a large and busy natiie toun, 
■whore 'ome Hindoo merchants of great opulence had lived 
then abode But the tiact non covered by the palaces of 
Cho-wringhee contained only a fen miserable huts thatched 
VI ith straw i jungle abandoned to -water fowl and alhga 
tors covered the site of the present Citadel and the Couise, 
-nhich is non dailj crowded at sunset vuth the gayest 
equipages of Calcutta Tor the ground on which the settle 
mont stood, the English, like other gieat landholders, paid luo 
rent to the government, and they were, hke othei great 
landholdeu, permitted to evercise a certain jurisdiction 
within then domam. 

The great prormce of Bengal, together with Orissa and 
Ealiar, had long been governed by a viceroy whom the 
English called Aliverdj Khan, and who like the othei 
vicerojs of the Mogul had become ■nrtuallj independent 
He died m 1756 and the sovereignty descended to his 
grandson a jouth under twenty jeaisof age who bore the 
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by Pupleix to become statesmen and eoldiem Those in 
1190 Bengal neie still mere tndeis and neie temfied and 
beiiildcrcd by the approachmg danger The goaeinoi, 
who had heard much of Suiijah Don labs cuielty, was 
fiightened out of his wits jumped mto a boat and took 
lefuge m the nearest ship The militaiy commandant 
thought that he could not do better than follow so good 












d that ni^ht She wis jjiiced in 
i JUjooibbedaMd 



noo lo^ ind tbit cane ^onld I e it tlie bead of Hie land 
foices The mail aimiment otas undei the oomimnd of 
idmiral Mitoon iiine bandied Enijlnh mfintrv fine 
tioops ind full of spint ind fifteen bundled sepojs com 
1 0 ed the itmj aihich sided to punnh a ]?rmce ivlio hid 
more subjects thin Leans the Fifteenth or tlie Fmpiesi 
tlirn Thcresi In October the expedition sided hut it 
hal to mil e its any igimst adieixe ninds and did not 
rcich Bengal till Sccemhcr 

The Jiil ob 01 as reaelling m fancied scouiitj it "110018110 
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1 1> tr CO 1 1 pn Cine tceni'! to iia to line been con 
« II itiomlh the \en opposite of i kn-nc lold e^eii to 
tciiciili emecK PMsn to indieciclion heeiti in fiicnddiip 
o] eu in cnmiti Neither in lii<! irnete life nor m those 
prts of Ills lulilic life iii nliitli he Ind to do nitli Ins 
count men do wc find mj q^ns of i propensity to 
ciiniiii o On the contnrr in ill the disputes in ninth he 
ns cn^igcdnssnlnglishnnmgiinstriohshmtn from his 
ho'ciii^ nntches st scliool to those stormj iltcroations st the 1300 
Indu IIou e snd in Pirininciit smidstnhich his litei jcits 
ncro pss ed Ins sen fsnlts ncre Uioso of i hi h siid 
nngnenimons spirit Tlic truth seems to hose lietn tint ho 
con ilered Oiieutsl politics ss a game m ninth nothing ms 
niifsir He knen tint the sUin hrd of moiilitv imoi ^ tlio 
mtitcsof Inin dillcrcd nidelj from tint eslnhlishcd in 
rnglsnd Ho 1 non that he hod to dcsl nith men dostituto 
of nlnt in Eiroje is called honour nith men who noiill 
f,i\e snj promise nithout hesitation andbieakanj promise 
a 1 hout shame nith men nho nould uiisciupuloiislj i3 0 
tniloj corruption peiinii foigor> to com] ass their ends 
Ills Utters shon that tho great diflcicnco bttneen Asiatic 
and European moiahty nas constantly in histboUohts Ho 
scenis to Iiaa o imagined most erroneously in onr opinion 
tliSs he could oflect nothing against such adaersanes if ho 
aias content to be bounl la tics frim aahich tliey nerofreo 
if he went on telling hath and hearing none if ho fulfilled 
to Ins oirn hurt all his engagements nith confederates nho 
neaci 1 ept an engagement that nas not to their ndaanfage 
Accordingly tins man m the other ] arts of Ins life an 1360 
hoiiouicblc English gentleman and a soldici aaas no sooner 
matched against an Indian inlilgiier than he liccamc himself 
an Indian intnguei and descended nithont scruple to 
falsehool to liypocnlical caiesses to the substitution of 
documents ind to the countcrfeituig of hands 
The negotiations betneen the English and tho Habob 
aicro earned on cbielly by taio agents JIi Walls a sera ant 
of the Company and a Bengalee of the name of Omiehnrd 
Tins Omichund had been one of Uie aicaltliicst native 





sticngthcned by new ninvals, eithei : 
01 fiom Europe. WnUon directed t 
Clive by land The success of th( 
was rapid and complete The 1 
attilleiy, the military stoieo, all fell 
English ISear five bundled Europi 
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■'iiimittcd The nc\t dij lie sent i pre ent of jewels to 
1)1 cdioitiii^ thet distmgmslicd office! to Inston to 
piotect Eons'll -i^inst Cln e the dinng in n ii, on 1130 
iiliom, Ins Highness, "nisj all bid fortune sttend 
He orlered Ills mni to msith sgnmst the English Ho 
coun'cinimdcd liis ordcis He toio Clues Icttois Ho 
ilien seni,msnusin the most florid lingusge of eoniplinient 
lie ordered TT-itts out of his presence, and thieatened to 
impik him He again sent for 'VEatts, and begged paidon 
for the insult In the meantime, his luctchod niihdmim« 
fntion, his folia, his dissolute manner-, and his lore of 
the Ion est eoropanj, had disgusted all classes of his subjects, 
soldier tradei ciail functionaries, the proud and ostenta mo 
tious JlahommeiLins, the tunid, supple and paramionious 
lEndoo V foimidablo confedonc} was formed against 
him, in a hioli aaete included RojduUub, the inimster of 
hnance, Jleer Taffier, the pnneipal commander of the tioops, 
and Jug,et Seit, the nchtst banker m India The plot 
aia confided to the Enghsli agenta, and a communication 
a- a opened between the malcontents at Mootshedabad and 
tilt commitW at Calcutta 

In the coinmittco there was much hesitation , but Cha e's 
aoicearasgiaen infaaoui of the conspuators, and his aigoui UoO 
and firmness bote doaan all opposition Ituis determined 
that the English should lend then powerful assistance to 
depose Suiajah Donlah, and to place lleer Jaffior on the 
throne of Bengal In return, Jleer Jaffier promised ample 
compensation to the Company and its sera ants, and alibeni 
donatiae to the aim), the navj, and the committee The 
odious vices of Sunjah Dowlah, the wrongs avhich tho 
English had sufieicd at his hands the dai^is to which our 
trade must have hecn cvposed had he continued to reign, 
ippear to us fully to justify the resolution of deposing him 1460 
But nothing can justify the dissimulation wluch Chae 
stooped to piactise He arrole to Snrajah Doavlah in terms 
so aflectionate that they for a time lulled that weak piuice 
into perfect secunfy The same courier who earned tins 
“ soothing letter, ’ as Chae calls it, to tho Hahoh, earned to 






a stipulation in liis favour 

But anotlier difficulty arose Admiral Watson liad 
scruples aliout signing the red beafy Omichund s vigilance 
and acuteness irere such that the absence of so important 1610 
a name noiild probably anal on his suspicions But Clive 
TV as not a man to do anything by hall cs We almost blush 
to write it He foiged Admiral Watson e name 

All was now ready for action Mr Watts fled secretly 
from Hoorshedabad Chve put his troops in motion, and 
wrote to the Kabob in a tone lery different from that of his 
pieiioiis letters He set forth all the wrongs which the 
Bribeli had suffered offered to submit the points in dis 
jiute to the arbitiation of Meer Jaflier, and concluded by 
announcing that as the tains were about to set in, he and 1520 
Ins men would do themselves the honour of waiting on 
his Highness for on answer 

Surajah Dowhh instantly assembled his whole force, and 
marched to encounter the English It had been agreed 
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smillei guns, under the direction of afeirFrench auxiliaries 1580 
cere perhaps more formidable The caaaliy Mere fifteen 
thousand, draivn, not from the effeminate population of 
Bengal hut from the holder race urhich inhabits the northern 
piovinces, and the practised eje of Cfiiie could peioeiie 
that both the men and the horses were more poueifnl than 
those of the Camahc The force which he hod to oppose 
to this great multitude consisted of only three thousand men 
But of these nearly a thousand were Imglish , and ill were 
led by English officers, and tramed in the English disciphne 
Conspicuous m the rani s of the httde army Mere the men of 1590 
the Thiity Ninth Kegunent, which still beats on its colours, 
amidst many honourable additions non under Wellington in 
Spam and Gascony, the name of Plassey, and the proud 
motto, Btvma « Ivdtt 

The battle commenced inth a cannonade in uhich the 
artillery of the Nabob did scarcely any execution, while the 
few field pieces of the English produced great effect Several 
of the most distinguished officers m Surajah Dowlah s service 
fell Disorder b^an to spread through his ranks Hisown 
terroi increased every moment One of the conspirators IMO 
urged on him the exp^iency of retreating IDie insidious 
adiice agreeing as it did nitb nhat his own terrors suggested, 
was readily received He oidered his army to fell bach, and 
this Older decided his fete Clive snatched the moment^ 
and ordered his troops to advance The confused and 
dispirited multitude gave way before the onset of diaciphued 
1 alonr N o mob attaifi>.ed by regular soldiers was ever moie 
completely routed The httle bend of Eienchmen, who 
alone ventured to confront the Engbsh were swept down 
the stream of fugitives In an hour the forces of Suimah 1610 
Doalah were dispersed never to reassemble Only five 
hundred of the vangnisbed were slam But their camp, 

cattle lemained m the power of the conipietors AVith the 
loss of twenty two soldiers hilled and fifty wounded, Clive had 
scattered an army of near sixty thousand men and subdued 
an empire larger and more populous than Gieat Biitam 







preter , for it is lemtukaUe that, long as he lesided in Indie, 
Ultimately acquainted as he vas with Indian politics and 1660 
mth the Indian character, and adored as he n as by his 
Indian soldiery, he never learned to express himself with 
facility in any Indian language He i» said, indeed, to have 
been sometimes under the necessity of employing, in his 
interoouxse with natives of India, the smattering of Portu 
gnese which he had acquued, when a lad, m Brazil 
The new sovereign was now called upon to fulfil the 
engagements into which he had entered with his allies A 
conference was held at the house of Jugget Seit, the great 
banker, fur the purpose of making the necessary ariange 1670 
meats Omichund cams flufher, fully believing himself to 
stand high in the favour of Clive, who, with dissimulation 
aurpassmg even the dissunulation of Bengal, had up to that 
day treated him with nndiminished kmdness The white 
treaty was produced and read Chve then turned to Mr 
Scrafton, one of the servants of the Company, and said in 
Enghsh “It IS now tune to undeceive Omichund ’ 
“Omichund," said Mr Scrafton in Hmdostanes, “the red 
treaty is a tncfc Ton are to have notiui^” Omichund 
fell back insensible into the arms of his attendants He 1680 
revived , but his muid was meparably romed Chve. who. 
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rnglish T ilour and Engli^ intelligence hive done less to 
e\tond lud to ptesene om Onental empiie thin English 
lencity All thit ive could have gi ned by imititing the 
doublmns the ovisions the fichons the peijniies whiUi have 
been employed igiinst us is as nothiig when complied 
with whit lie hive gamed by hemg the one power in Indii 
on whose noid lehance can he pliccd ho oith which 
lupeistition cm devioO no hostigehoweierpiecioii inspiies 
a hundredth part of the confidence which is produced by 1 40 
the yei yei ind nay nay of i British enioy TSo 
fistness however Btiong% art or nature gives to its inmates 
a seouiity like that enjoyed by the chief who pissmg 
through the territoncs of poweiful and deadlj enemies is 
armed with the British guaiantee The mightiest pnnccs 
of the East can sciic ly by the offer of enoimous usuiy 
draw foith any portion of the wealth a hieh is oonoeiled 
under the healths of their subjects The Bntish Govern 
ment offeis little moie than four per ceit and avaiice 
hastens to bnug forth tens of millions of rupees from its 1 aO 
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1(70 Sir John Molcolm odmits tbit Clno's breach of faith could 
be justified only by the strongest iiecessitj As we think 
that breach of faith not only unnecessary, but most inex 
pcdient, i\ e need haidlj say that we altogether condemn it 
Omichund was not the only aictim of the reiolution 
Suiajah Boulah was tal on a few days after his flight and 
■n 15 brought before Meer Jaflier There he flung himself on 
the ground in convulsions of fcoi, and wulh tears and loud 
cues iniploicd the mercy which he had neier shoivn Meer 
Jaffier hesitated, but his son Meeran,a youth of seventeen 
1780 ulio in feebleness of bram and saiogencss of nature gicatly 
resembled tlie wretched captive was implacable Surayah 
Bowlih was led into a secret chamber to which in a short 
time the mimsteis of death were sent In this act the 
English boic no part , and Meer JofSer understood so much 
of their feelings, that he thought it necessary to apologise 
to thorn foi having avenged them on their most malignant 
enemy 

The show Cl of wealth now fell copiously on the Company 
and its sen ants A sum of eight hundred thousand pounds 
17i)0stcrlmg in corned sihei, wis sent down the liver from 
Jrooishedabad to Eoit William The fleet which conveyed 
this tre isuio consisted of moie than a bundled boats and 
perfoimcd its tiiumphal loyage with flags flying and music 
playing Calcutta, which a few months before had been 
desolate, was now moie piosperous than eiei Trade 
revned, and the signs of afilnence appeared in eveiy 
Eiiglish house As to Chic, thole was no limit to his 
acquisitions hut Ins own modciation The treasury of 
Bengal was throivn open to him Theie were piled up, 
1800 after the usage of Indian piinoei, unmense masses of coin, 
among w Inch mi„ht not seldom ho detected the floiins and 
byzants with which, before any European ship had turned 
the Cape of Good Hope, the Venetians puiehnsed the stuffs 
and spices of the East Clive wall ed between heaps of 
gold and silver ciowncd with rubies and diamonds and 
was at liberty to help himself He accepted between two 
and tliiee hnndred thousoud pounds 
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The pccimmy b'lii'itctions heUecn Men Jifiiei nid 
Cine Here sixteen jcni. liter condemned by the public 
loice end •loieicly ciitieised in Pirlnment They 1101810 
leheinentlj defended Ij Sir John Milcolm The iccuseis 
of the iielonous gcneiil icprcscnted his guns is the Miges 
of eoirui tion or is plundci extorted it the point of the 
sivoid fioin 1 ]iel| less illj The biognphei oil the othei 
hind consideis these gieit icquisibons is fieo gifts hononi 
iblc ilile to the donoi ind to the lecener ind compires 
them to the leuiids bestoned bi foreign poeors on Mill 
borough on Ifelson, inl on Wellington It hid iliiijs 
lie sijs been oustonnij m the List to gne ind leceive 
pieents, ind theie uis is jet no Act of Piilnment 1820 
po itneh prohibiting Enjish funchouines in Iiidn fioni 
piofltmg bj tins Asntic ungc Tins icisomng ue own 
docs not quite sitisfj us We do not suspect Cine of 
sellmg the inteiests of hu eniplojets or his oountiy , but 
Me cinnot ecquit him of hiring done uhat if not in itself 
omI Mas jet of oiil example Hothing is more oleir tlnii 
tint 1 genenl ought to be the servint of his on 11 goiein 
inent ind of no olliei It follows tint whiter er rerrirds 
he leceircs for hts sen ices ought to be giron either by his 
orriigoromment or with the full Inorrlclge ind ipprobi 1830 
tion of his own goremment This rule ou^ht to bo stiiotly 
iniintained eren with lespcct to the merest biuble with 
respect to 1 cioss 1 medil or 1 yiid of coloured iibmd 
But how cm my goremment be well serred if those who 
command its foices ire it libcil^ without its peimission 
rvithoiit its pnvity, to iccept piincelj foitunes fioni its 
lilies 1 It 16 idle to siy lliat thcie wns then no Act of 
Psrlnment prohibituig the practice of til mg picsents fiom 
Asiatic soreriigns It is not on the Act rrhi^ rns pissc 1 
it 1 later penod for the purpose of prer eating my such 1840 
tal mg of presents but on grounds which rrcic rahd befoie 
thit Act was jiassed on grounds of common liw 111 J common 
sense tint w c amign the conduct of Ghvc Theie is no Act 
that we know of prohibiting the Secietiij of State foi 
Poreign Affiiis fiom bem^ m the piy of continentil poircrs 



E the Compsmj The Companj had, by iniplioation at 
aat authorised its agents to emich tliemeclyes by means 
E the hbeiahtj of the native piiuees and by othei means 
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T lOici coul 1 1 c upheld on the fhionc oiil^ hi Iho 
h I 1 nliich hi I ]1iccd him on il lie n i<! not indeed a 
n r 1 or noi Inlhe hien so nnfortumlc ss to ho horn iii 
the p uple lit wis no therefore quite so mil rule or quite 
so d ni ed a his j re lects or li 1 1 1 era liut he Ind none 
(f 11 c t lent nr Milnis uhicli his joat leqimtd and hia 
'nail heir Voeran uis nnothci Suiqih IJoiibh Iht isao 
It en itiolnf ion had unsettled the minis of men Almi 
tint a tie in ojin insinictliin a mist the iieii ^al)ol 
Tlie Mteioj of the rich an! ]oncrful iioainco of Oiidc 
aili III e the othei aiceioi of Hit Mo,iil uas nou in truth 
in Hide] eiidcnt oi rei^ii menace 1 1 cn, il iiith intnsioii 
No 1 in hut the talents and aiilhoritj of Clue could siipiiort 
the tiUerin, hi't things ucic iii tins stile 

ashii imcl uitli desiatcht ninth had I cnuiittcnat the 
Iiilia IIoii e lefoie the nius of the liattlo of P)i*soj had 
rtaehcd I ondoii Tlio DiieHoi hid dettimniod to plice ISM 
the rn,h h settlcmcnU in I cngal uiidti a (.oieuimciit con 
sm it 1 in the most cumbrous and al «urd in inner and to 
mile the mittei uoi«e no place in the arrangement u as 
as ntd to Cine Ihc ptisons ailio \itrc selected to foiiii 
th nci goicmmcni ortalK to their honoui tool on them 
stl c tiic lesponsibilitj of di'olKaiiig lhc«e pieposterons 
01 lei an 1 mailed Cine to cacrcisc Ihc sn] romo aulhoiita 
lit consented and it «oon appeared that Uie sonants of 
the Compain had onlj anticipate 1 the aaishcs of then 
cmiloaeis Tlie Duector= on icccniiig iioaas of Chaos isio 
Iiilliant success nislanti} ippointcl him goaciiioi of then 
IK ions in J cngal aiith the bi„licst marl s of tuliludt 
ml G teem His poaier aias noai houiidicss and fai sur 
pa« ed eaen that aahicli Dupleiv had attained in the south 
of India Nicer Inibei regarded him aiilh slaaish aaac 
On one occasion the If ilxib spol e uilh sea out} to a imln a 
chief of hijiraiih ubose folloucis had heon engaged in a 
biaail aiith some of the Compan} s sopo}s Aie you yet 
loltain he said ‘ \i ho that Colonel Cine is and in aa hat 
station God has placed him 1 The chief uho os a famous isso 
ICotei and an oldfiiciid of Hcor Jaflier could aoiituro to 
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pedient which ocouired to him was to pmchase hy the pay 
ment of a lar^e sum of money an accommodation wit 
Shah Alum This etpedient had been repeatedly employe 
by those who before him had mled the ndi and unwai 
111 e provinces near the month of the Ganges But Chv 
suggestion with a scorn woithyof ' 
untless courage • 0 you do this 
ave the Nabob of Oude the Mai 


to the governor of Patna a brave native soldier whom he 
highly esteemed Oome to no terms defend your city 
to the last Best assured that the Enghsh are stanch and 
firm friends and that they never desert a cause in which 


they have once taken a part 

He kept his word Shah Alum had mvested Patna 
and was on the point of proceedmg to storm when he 
learned that the Colonel was advancmg hy foiced marches leso 
The whole army which was approaching consisted of only 
four hundred and fifty Europeans and two thousand fire 
hundred sepoys But Clive and his Englishmen were now 
objects of dread over all the East As soon as his advanced 
guard appeared the besiegers fled befoie him A fev 
Erench adventurers who were about the person of the 
pnnee advised him to try the chance of battle but 
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miiii'sla conW not wiJi to -^e i war «ilh irolliml ncWcd 
to tint m winch thc\ wen. ahciil) cn{,igc<l with I mice, 
tint thei muht dnaiow hnacU, that tlicj might piiiinh 
limi lie Ind rectntlj rriiiittcil i grait put of his foilmic 
to Europe, thiongh the Duleli Fnt Imhi Coiiipiiij , iiid ’Oio 
ho hid tbireforo i stiong intiiest in Holding ni\ qinircl 
But lu wis siti-.lied thit, if he snflucd the BilHi-m Him- 
mont to pi^a lip the n\cr niil to join the ginisoii of Chin 
small, Men Tallicr would throw himself into the aiin« nf 
thc'o new allies, and that the F iigli«li neendenej m Bengal 
would hecapo cdtomost seiiousdingn lit took his ic'olu 
tion w ith chaiacteiistic Inldm s, and w n most ahh steonded 
hj Ins ollictrs particulaih ha Colonel Imdc, towhom the 
mo t iiuiiortant jiarl of the opciatioiis was intrusted Iho 
Hutch attempted to force a pissa,c Tlie 1 nji«h encoun- 
tered them both ba land and wnlcr Un both elements the 
enema had a gioal snperioiita of forec On lioth thej wort 
signallj defeated Tlini ships weic tiken Their troops 
were put to a total lout Mnicsl all the I nropem soUhcis, 
who tonstitnted the mini stiength of the maiding nrinj, 
were 1 illtd or taken The conquerors eat down befort 
Chin«mali , and the ehii fs of that soUlcmcnt, now thorouglilj 
Inimhled. consented to the terms wliith Cliae dictatul 
TIicj engaged to hmid no forlilitations and to i n«e no 
troops bejond i email foico necc«saia for the police of llinr J0(0 
factories, and it was distinttlj proa ided that anj aioliton 
of (hose coaenants should he punished with instant c\pul 
«ion from Bi iignl 

Three months after tins groat aictoi}, Chac sailed foi 
lug'Inid At home, honours and lowaids awnitcd him, 
not indeed eipial to his claims or to Ins ninhition, but still 
such as, when his igc. Ins rank in the nimj, and liis 
oiigiiial pl ICO in Eocicla arc considered, must be pronounced 
rare and splendid lie wns laised to tlie Iii^i peeiage, 
and encoui igcd to oapcct an 3 nghsh title Gooigo Un >070 
the Thud, who had just nseended the tlnoiic, roceiacd him 
with great distinction Tlie miiiislcts pnd him marked 
attention, and Pitt, whose influence in the House cf 



i\oi [;cnni<. SickMllc, iiifciioi m knov lodge iiid oMitioa 
to none of Ins oonlcinpoinic , Ind iiictira-d, iinjiistl} os no 
Ijolio^o, llio impnlotion most fotol to the ohoroeter of a 
soldici If nos undci the commond of o foicign gonornl 
thol tho Bntish hod liiumphcd ot Jfmdon ond 'Wnibuig 
The people Iheiefore, os nos nolniol, gicotcd nith pndo 
^100 and delight a eapiam of then onn, nhoso notno couiogo 
Olid sclftoiight si ill hod placed him on o Icicl nilh the 
gicit tocticions of Geimonj 

llie Health of Chic nos such os eiiohicd linn to no mill 
the hrst gnndecs of England Tlioie lemoins proof that ho 
hod leinittcd moie than o hnndied ond eightj thousand 
pounds through the Dutch 1 isl Indio Companj , ond moie 
than foi ti llioiisond pounds through tho D nghsh Company 
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fn 0 tlion'imi poiiml-! Besides a great mass o£ leadj monej , 
lie had his Indian estate^ a lined by himself at Inent} seicn 
thousand a } ear His nliole annual income, in the ojimion 
of Sir John Malcolm, nho is dcsiious to slate it as Ion as 
possible, exceeded fortj thousand pounds and incomes of 
foih thousand pounds at the time of the accession of Gcoige 
thcTliiid Mcic at least as laic as incomes of a hundicd 
thousand poimds non o maj safclj alhim lint no 
Englishman nho stalled iritli nolliiiig Ins caei in any lino 2120 
of life, created sudi a fortune at the eatlj age of tliiitj fotii 

It uonid be uiqnslnottoaddthitCliic made a cicditablo 
use of his nclios As soon as the battle of P!n«scj h id laid 
the fomidation of his foitnne lie sent ten thousand pounds 
to his sisters, bestoned as much more on olhet poor fiiends 
and relations, ordered his agent to pa) ei^lit Imndied a )oar 
to his parents and to insist tint the) should 1 cop a carnage, 
and settled fiae hundicd a year on Ins old comnnndoi 
lawionoe u hose means n ore icij slender Thouholosum 
ulneh Cli'c expended in this maiinci may bo ealcal ited 2150 
at fifty thousand pounds 

He non set himself to cultnnte Ferlnmciitaiy inteiest 
Ills purchases of land 'oem to Inxc been made in n great 
measure u ith that sieu and, after Bio geneial election of 
1761, he found himself in the House of Commons, at the 
head of a body of dependents uhosc snppoit must have been 
important to any administration In English politics, hou 
01 or, ho did not take a piommcnt part His first attach 
ments, as ue haao seen, ucrc to Sfi Eox, at a latoi poiiod 
ho was attracted by Bic „enius and success of Mr Pitt , but 2140 
finally he connected himself 111 the closest mannci uith 
George Gioiiville Early in the session of 1764 iihen the 
illegal and impolitic pciscculionof thatnoiBiIess demagogue 
Wilkes had strongly excited the public mind, the toiin ms 
amused by an anecdote, uhicli ue haae seen in some 
unpublished memoirs of Horace Walpole Old Mi Eicliard 
Clixc uho since his sonscloaation,hnd been introduced into 
society foi which his former habits had not well fitted him 
presented himsclf at the leace XIic King asked him uhcio 
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Only fom oi fi\o hiji politacnl offices ■uetcscived for public 
men from Enghnd The residencies the seoietiiysliips the 
seats 111 the boaids of levenuo and m the Suldei courts are 2110 
all fillcl bj men uho haae given the best yeoia of life to 
the sen ice of tho Company nor can any talents however 
splendid or any connections honcvci poneiful obtain those 
luciatiae posts for any pcison who has not enteiel by the 
legilai dooi and mounted by the regular gradations 
Soaenty yens ngo less money ms broUoht homo flora the 
East than in oui time But it was divided among a teiy 
much smallet numbci of persons and immense sums weio 
often acoumulated in a few months Any Englishman 
wlnteaer his age might be might hope to be one of the 2200 
lucky emigiants If he made a good speech in Lcadcnl all 
Street or pubhshed a deaei pamphlet in defence of tho 
ehaiiman he might bo sent out in the Com] any s service 
and might return m three otfouryeais os rich os Pigot or 
as Clue TIius the India House nos a lottery oflice which 
malted eaerybody to take a ehonce and held out ducal 
fortunes as the piizes destmed for tho lucky fen As soon 
as it avis 1 nonn that there avas a port of tho noild at here a 
lieutenant-colonel had one mon ing leceiaed as a piescnt an 
estate as large as that of the Earl of Bath 01 the Marquess 2230 
of Hod ingliam and where it seemed that such a trifle as 
ten or twenty thousand pounds was to be had by any Biitish 
functionary for the osl ing sociefy began to cahibit all tho 
symptoms of the South Sea yeai — a feverish excitement an 
nugoiemable impatience to be rich a contempt for slow 
sure and moderate gams 

At the head of the preponderating paity in tho India 
House had lou„ stood a powerful able and ambitious 
director of the name of Suhvon He had conceiied a 
strong jealousy of Clive and remembcied with bitterness 2220 
the audacity with which the late govemoi of Bengal had 
repeatedly set at nought tho authoiity of the distant 
Direotois of Uie Company An apparent reconciliation tool 
place after Clives ainiol but enm% remained deeply 
looted m the hearts of both The whole bo ly of Hirectois 




treasuij of his fiUen piedecessor Tbo immense popule 
tion of his dommions nnsgiien up os a pie} to tlio<e uho 
had made him a eoitieign, and who could unmal e him 
The sen ants of the Compan} obtained not foi then 22S0 
employeis, but foi themselies, a monopoly of almost the 
uholo internal bade They forced the natives to buy deal 
and to sell cheap They insulted nith impunity the 
tribunals, the police and the fiscal authorities of the counti} 

The} covered with then protection a set of native 
dependents who ranged through the piovinoes, spteaduig 
desolation and terror wherever they appeared Eveiy 
servant of a Bntieli factor was armed with ^1 the power of 
his master , and his mastei was aimed with all the povv ei 
of the Company Enormous fortunes weie thus rapidly 2290 
accumulated at Calcutta, while flurty millions of human 
bemgs were reduced to the extremity of uietohedness 
They had been accustomed to live under t}nnny, but 
iievei under tyranny like this They found the little 
linger of the Company thicker than the loins of Suiajah 
Eovvlah Under their old masters they had at least one 
resource when the enl became insupportable, the people 
rose and pulled down the government Bnt the English 
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the oftieero to the soldieis Hie evil contmned to gion till 2340 
ei crj mess room bocime the seat of conspiincy and cabal 
end till the sepoys could be kept m ordei only bj nholc 
sale executions 

At length tlie state of things in Bengal began to excite 
uneasiness at home A succession of icvolntions, a dis 
oiginised administration, the natiies pillaged, jet the 
Company not enriched , eaeij fleet bringmg back fo”tuiiate 
adventnreis nho ume able to pnichose manons and to build 
stately dwellings yet bunging back also alaimin„ accounts 
of the financial prospects of the government, wai on the 2350 
fiontiers , disafibction in the aimy , the national chanctei 
disgraced bj excesses resembluig those of Veiies and 
Fizano , such was the spectacle which dismayed those who 
weie comersant with Indian ofliuis The general cry was 
that Cine, and Clive alone, could save the empue whnfli he 
had founded 

This feelmg manifested itself in the strongest mannei at 
a a erj full Geneial Court of Fiopiietois Men of all parties 
foigetting their feuds and trembhng foi then dn idciids ex 
claimed that Cln e was the man whom the crisis rcijuiied 2360 
that the oppressive proceedmgs which had been adopted le 
specting his estate ought to be dropped, and that he ought 
to be entreated to return to India 

Clive lose As to his estate, he said he would make 
such propositions to the Dnectors os would he trusted lead 
to an amicable settlement But there was a BtiU greatei 
difiiculty It was proper to tell them that he never would 
undertake the government of Bengal while his enemj 
Sulivan was chairman of the Company The tumult ivas 
violent Sulivan could scarcely obtom a hearing An 2370 
oierwhelmmg majonty of the assembly was on Chves side 
Sulivan wished to try the result of a ballot But ocooid 
mg to the bje laws of the Company, there can be no ballot 
except on a requisition signed by nine propnetors, and 
though hundreds were present mne persons could not bo 
found to set their hands to sneh a reqmsition 

Clue was in consequence nominated Governor and Con- 
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Tlio Council mot, md Ch\e stated to them his full dclei 
miii'ilion to make a thorough leform, and to use for tint pm 
pose the nhole of tho ample anthonlj, end and military, 
avliich had been confided to him Johnstone, one of the 
boldest and uoist men in the assembly made some show of 2420 
opposition Clive interrupted him md hauglitilj demanded 
whether he meant to question the power of the new 
goiemment Johnstone was coned, and disclamiod any 
sucli intention All the faces round the boaid grew long 
and pale , and not another qrllabic of dissent was uttcied 
Cln 0 redeemed his pledge He remained in India about 
a jear and a liilf , and m that short time eifeoted one of 
tho most ONtensii e, difficulty and salutaiy refoims that cv or 
was accomplished by any statesman Tins was the pait of 
hiE life on which he afteiwaids looked back with most piido 2130 
He had it in his powei to triple hia alicidy splendid 
fortune, to connne at abuses wlide pretendmg to lemove 
them, to coneiliato tho goodwill of all tho English in 
Bengal, h^ giving up to then lapacity a helpless and timid 
race who knew not where lay the island which sent forth 
their oppressors and whose complaints had little chance of 
hemg heard across fifteen thousand miles of ocean He 
knew that if he eppbed himself m earnest to the woilc of 
leformation, ho diould raise every bad passion in arms 
against him He knew how unscrupulous, how implacable, 2440 
would he the liatied of those ravenous adventureis who, 
having counted on accumulatnig in a few montlis foitunes 
sufficient to support peerages should find all their hopes 
fnistrated But he had chosen the good part, and he 
called up all the force of his mmd for a hatUe far harder 
than that of Plassey At first suiccss seemed hopeless , 
but soon all obstacles licgan to bend before Uiatiion oouraoO 
and that vehement will The recraving of piosents from 
the natives was rigidly prohibited The piivate tiade of 
the sen ants of the Company was put down The whole 24 j 0 
settlement seemed to he set as one man, against these 
measures But the inevorahle governor declared that, if ho 
could not find support at Port William he would procure it 






ptsBtois proomatois of e\ten8iTO regions They had 
immense power Then regular pay was nniversallj ad 
mitted to he insufficient They weie V ancient usige 
of the semce and by the implied permission of their 2500 
employ era warranted m enuching themselves by indirect 
means and this had been the ongm of the frightful op 
pression and corruption which had desolated Bengal Clive 
saw oleailj thit it was absurd to give men power and to 
regniie them to live in penury Ho justly concluded tint 
no reform could be effectual which should not be coupled 
with a plan forhberally remuneiatmg the end servants of 
the Company The Duectors he knew were not disposed 
to sanction any increase of the salaries out of their own 
tisasuiy The only course which remsined open to the 2510 
goveinor was one which exposed him to much misrepresen 
tation but which we think him fully justihed in adopting 
He appropriated to the support of the semce the monopoly 
of salt which has formed down to our own time a 
pimcipal head of Indian revenue and he divided the pro 









signal lor immediate peace The Itaheb of Oude iiith a 
hige army lay at that tune on the fionber o£ Bahar He 
had been by many AJtghana and Mahrattae and there 
nas no small reason to expect a general ooahtion of all the 
native poiveis against the English But the name of Cha e 2580 
quelled in an instant all opposition The enemy unplored 
peace in the humblest language and submitted to such 
terms as the near govemoi chose to dictate 
At tlie same tune the government of Bengal avas placed 
on a neav footmg The poavei of the Enghsh in that 
pioainca liad hitherto been altogether undehned It avas 
unlnoaan to the ancient constitabon of the empire and it 
had been aseortamed by no compact It resembled the 
power which in the last decrepitude of the 'Western 
Empme was ex icised over Daly by the great chiefs of 2590 
foreign mercenaries the Eicnners and the Odoaoets avho 
put up and pulled doavn at their pleasuie a succession of 
insignificant princes dignified anth Idle names of Csesar and 
Augustus But as in Daly so m India tlie ararlihe 
strangers at length found it expedient to give to a domina 
tion which had been established by arms the sanction of law 
and ancient presoiptaou Theodonc thought it politic to 
obtain from tlTe distant court of Byzantium a commission 
appointing him ruler of Italy and Clive in the same 
manner applied to the Court of Delhi for a formal grant of 2600 
the powers of which he already possessed the reality The 
Mogul was absolutely helpless and though he murmured 
had reason to be well pleased that the English were dis 
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prmcea -would glidly have pud my puce for his fivoiii 
But he ippeiia to have atnctly adhered to the rules uhich 
he h-id hid down for the gmdmce of others The Eajih of 
Benires ofiered him di-imonds of great value The Ifabob 
of Oude pressed him to accept a laige sum of monej and a 
casket of costly jewels Chie couiteously but peremptorily 
refused md it should bo observed that he made no meiit 26j0 
of bs lefusal, and that the facts did not come to light till 
oftei his death He kept an cvact account of his salary, of 
his share of tlie profits accruing from the trade in salt^ and 
of those presents which, according to the fashion of the 
East it -would he chmlish to i^use Out of the sum 
aiising fiom these resources, he defrayed Uie expenses of his 
situation The suiplus he diiided among a few attached 
friends who had accompomed him to India He always 
boasted and, as far as -ne can judge, he boasted with truth, 
that his last administration diminished instead of incieasmg 2660 
Ins fortune 

One large sum, indeed he accepted Aleer Jaffiei had left 
him by will above sixty thousand pounds sterling in specie 
and jewels and the rules which hod been recently laid 
do-wn extended only to presents fiom the living and did 
not affect legacies from the dead Cine took the money, 
but not for himself He made the whole ovei to the Com 
pany, in tru’t for officers md soldiers mialided in then 
service The fund which still beara his name ow es its origin 
to this prmcely donation 2670 

After a stay of eighteen months the state of Ins health 
made it necessary for him to return to Eiuope At the 
close of January 1767, he qmtted for the last time the 
country, on whose destinies he had exercised so mighty an 
influence 

His second return from Bengal was not, like his first, 
greeted by the acdamations of his countrymen Numerous 
causes were already at work which embittered the remaining 
years of Ins life, and hnmed him to an untimely giave 
His old enemies at the India House were stdl pow eiful and aeso 
active , and they had been reinforced by a large band of 
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liei. Mliose \iolenoe far exceeded then own The whole 
ew of pilfeieis and oppicssois from whom he had rescued 
pel ecnted him with the implacable rancoiu which 
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Till' \ ill ■>!> «nm liicimp n nio I niipipulir cli'-i of men 2720 
‘i nil of lliunlinl in tiu I Uiiitniiil tilniilo, mil 

r iiKnil ^71 it erMioto tlio Ft itc, I lit It linmi tiuir lili nis 
M I no' >.lii«n t) nh inli,!, mil tluir <■ littli 

I II II n iltil thot lull Kiniii^ fnni n] iiiiti, lint tin) 

Iml irimr il ^ it wi iltli, tint llni cvliilnti 1 it in ilintlt, 
tint til 1 v|iint it (\trni:rinlh,tliit thu iii iltlioiirin if 
iiinlliin,' III till ir 111 i^Wmiirli )) 1 frmifn lii.^" liiriltoii 
Inrracln, 111 t llinr Imnn out Iiom tin of iliil t". tint 
llioir mil In', were liner tlinn tint of tin l>ml Mitor, lint 
til' I'lmiili of tliiir Intf,! ninl ill^iMinel Iioii' lull 27 1 
iimiil 1 lull till ‘•innnl in the cmiitn, tint ninin of 
lliein, I 1 li ill til It nii^nilii.1 iioi inilJ not i itili tin tun 
of mol 0 leti, 1 nt, in 'pit' if llie ftinl ml tlie crnul of 
nieiiinl of the phtc mil tin Dn'-Iiniliiiin oftln iini'in m 1 
the 15iit},itn h, nrn. mil lo« nn 11 the' mri tlnii^ nliiUi 
eiciliil lx 111 in tin tin--' fr ni ii Inch Ihei liml eptiin^'inl 
111 til ill' into wliieli tliu ill<in|til I’ftm tillin' Isu 
the 1 itl r 111 r mn wimli ii tin iflut of iniii^li 1 1 m\ iml 
cn'uniit ]’ul wliiii it 1 1' il' ) tiinii imil Hut the foilnne 
1 hi li hill oinlh 1 It' iio c(. «or to ecli| e tin l/ifil Iniii -’710 
lenintuitii r re ^ mini, or 1 1 cim tin lounlt ijiiiii-l tin 
he 1 of 1 lion t n nhl is Doini lit liul , hiil li iti nren 
nnililril hi iiolilin^ public filth, In ihp> iiu hfiliiiiile 
inner'’ lit rulncin/ vholc ptoMner to hr ,,in, nil Hit 
iiijicriiul 1> Itrr m well ns nil the Im nnil till pirti of 
liiinnn nnliire ntre nlimil ni,imst tin until nlio Inl 
ohliiiicil In ,,nill nml dishoiimir the nchis mIiiiIi In nou 
liushcil 1 iHi irrvint niiil inch pint piofiision liie niifur 
Inn lit ^ iluh reimul to lie iiinh up of tho i foihli i npiiiist 
1 1nch comuh his poiiilnl the mint iin ruins riiliiiile, mil .7'0 
of till se cniiir'i 1 1nch lull ihronii the ileepist phmiii oiu 
fri,el\,of Tiirnret mil Xtro, of 'Moiiiiiiir Joiinlnin, nml 
Kictnrci the Tliml A tuniie I of eseention nml ilenuoii, 

Fiieli 11 cm be com|>in 1 oiil\ to tint oiithniK of piihlic 
fcrliii,; igiiii'-t thePuntoni iiIikIi tool pln« nl tin tiim 
of the Ri'torition, hiirit on the (.ennnis of the C'ompiin 
The Immino mm uns horror struck nt the uni in which 



His Moslth TITS e-sJubitcd in n m-mnia nl 
fill to e\cilo odium Ho hvod mtli gicit i 
Bcikels} Squire Ho leiied one police in I 
inotlioi It Cliiemont His pirliimontiiy u 






were remarkably simple He ms constantly on 
Irorsebacli., was never seen but m his uniform, never woie 
sill never entered a palanquin, and was oontent with the 
plainest fare But when he was no longer at the head of 
an army, he laid aside this Spartan temperance for the 
ostentatious lu\uiy of a Sybante Though his person was 
ungraceful, and though his haish features were redeemed 
from vulgar ughness only by their stem, dauntless, and com 2810 
mandmg expression, he was fond of rich and gay clothing, 
and replenished his wardrobe with absurd profusion Sir 
John Malcolm gives us a letter worthy of Sir Mattheav 
Mite, in which Olive orders ‘ two hundred shuts the best 
and finest that can be got for love oi money A few 
follies of this descnpbon, grossly exaggerated by report, 
produced an unfavourable impression on the public mind 
But this was not the worst Black stones of which the 
greater part iv ere pure inventions, were circulated toucliing his 
conduct m the East He had to bear the whole odium, not 2820 
only of those bad acts to which he had once oi twice stooped, 
but of all the bad acts of all the Enghsh in India of bad 
acts committed when he was absent, nay, of bad acts nhich 
he had manfully opposed and severely punished The very 
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pleisure grounds ■n'ls iiniized to -soe m tho house of his 
noble emplojei i ehest iihich hid once been filled uith gold 
from Hie tre'i'urj of Mooishedahad and could not undei 
stand bon the conscience of the cnminal could suffer him 
to sleep Tilth such in object so neai to his bedchamber The 
pcasantij of Siiirej looked with mystenoiis honor on tho 
2SiO stalclj house iiluch was using at Claremont, and ailiispeicd 
that the great tticI cd loid had ordered the nails to be made 
so thick in oidei to 1 eep out the devil, who would one day 
cany him awraj bodily Among the gaping clowns who 
dianl in this fiightful stoiy was a worthless uglj lad of the 
name of Hunt since ividely known as 'Wilham Huntington, 
S & and the supeisbtion which was strangely mingled 
with tho 1 imery of that lemaikable impostoi seems to have 
denied no smill mibunent from tho tales which he lieaid 











the foi tones of Lord Chttham, oi wiUi the large and re 
spectahle body of which Lord Bockingham nas the acknon 
lodged leader George GieniiUe was now dead his 
followers Here scattered, and CliTe unconnected nith 
any of the powerful htcbons which divided the Parhament 
co^d reckon only on the votea of those members who Here 
returned hy himself His enemies particularly those avho 
weie the enemies of his virtnes, were unscrupulous feio 2880 
Clous implacable Their malevolence aimed at nothing less 
than the utter rum of his fame and fortune They Hished 
to see hun expelled fiom Parhament, to see his spurs 
chopped off, to see his estate confiscated , and it may be 
doubted whether even such a result as this would ^ve 
quenched their thiist for revenge 

Chve s parhamentsiy tactics resembled his mihtary tactics 
Deserted, surrounded, outnumbered, and with everj thing 
at stake, he did not even deign to stand on the defensive, 
but pushed boldly forward to the attack At an early stage 2970 
of the discussions on Indian afliurs he rose, and, in a long 
and elaborate speech, vindicated himself from a large part 
of the accusations which had been brou^t against him 
He IS said to have produced a great impression on his 
audience liord Chatham who now the ghost of his 
foimei self, loved to haunt the scene of his glory, was that 
night under the gidleiy of the House of Commons, and 







people of Indie , and that it was in truth not for his dealings 
V ith Meet leffiet, nor for the trend which he had practised 3030 
on Omichund, but for his deteimined resistance to eiaiice 
and tynimj, that ho was now called in question 
Oi^nary ccumnel justice know s nothing of set off The 
greatest desert cannot be pleaded in answer to a charge of 
the shghtest transgression If a man hes sold beei on 
Sunday morning, it is no defence that he has seied the 
life of a fellow creature at the iisL of his own If he Iiss 
harnessed a Heufoundlaud dog to his little child s carnage, 


IS not m this way that we ought to deal with men who so 40 
raised far above ordinary restramts and tried by fai more 
than ordinaiy temptations, are entitled to a moie than 
ordinaiy measure of mdulgence Such men should be 
judged by their contemporaries as they will be judged by 
posterity Their bad actions ought not, indeed, to bo called 
good , W their good and bad actions ought to be fairly 
weighed, and i^ on the whole, the good preponderate, the 
sentence ought to be one, not merely of acquittal, but of 
approbation Hot a single great nder m history can be 
absolved by a judge who fixes his eye inexorably on one or sOoO 
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it they were not disposed to sbandon him to that low- 
'nded and rancorous pack who had run him down and were 
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iUsiicG T\hicli IS seldom shown except to the dead They 
ud do^^n sound genmil principles, they delicately pointed 




SGveid pamful distempers In order to obtem ease 
he called in the help of opium , and he was giadually en- 
slai ed by this tceacheroua ally To the last, hon ever, his 
genius oecisionally flashed Ihiongh the gloom It was said 
that he would sometimes, after sitting silent and torpid foi 
hours, rouse himself, to the discussion of some great 
question, would display in full vigour all the talents of tlie 
soldier and the statesman, and would then smk baek into 
his melancholy repose 

The dispute with Amenoa had now become so serious 3190 
that an appeal to the swrad seemed mevitable, and the 
Ministers were desirous to avail themselves of the services 
of Ohve Had he still been what he was when he raised 
the siege of Fatna, and annihilated the Dutch army and 
navy at the mouth of Ihe Ganges, it is not improbable that 
the resistance of the colonists mould have been put down, 
and that the mevitaUe sepaiation would have been deferred 
for a few years But it was too late Eis strong mind 
was fast sinking under many kinds of suffering On the 
twenty second of November 1774, he died by his own 3200 
hand He had just completed his forty-ninth year 

In the awful close of so much prosperity and glory, the 
vulgar saw only a conflimatian of all their prejudices , and 
some men of real piety and genius so far forgot the maxims 
both of religion and of philosophy as confidently to ascribe 
the mouinful event to the just vengeance of God, and to 
the honors of an ovd conscience It is with very different 
feelings that we contemplate the spectacle of a great mind 
ruined by the weanness of satiety, by the pangs of 
wounded honour, by &tal diseases, and more fatal remedies 3210 

Clive committed great faults , and we have not attempted 
to disguise them But his f^ts, when weighed against 
' ' " ’ ■ ’ IS temptations 





stme sense of justice srlueh foibids us to conceel ot exten 
uate the faults of his earlier days compels us to admit that 8260 
those faults rreie nobly repaired If the repioaeh of the 
Company and of its servants bas been tal eu away if in 
India the yol e of foreign masters elsewheie the heaviest of 
all yokes has been found lighter than that of any native 
dj nasty if to that gang of public robbere uhioh formeily 
spread terror through the n bole plain of Set gal has succeeded 
a body of functionaiies not more highly diet nguished by 
ability and diligence than by mtegn^ dismterestedness 
and public spirit if wo now see such men as Hunro 
Elphinstonc and Hetcalfe after leading victonous armies 32 0 
after making and deposmg kings return proud of their 
honourable poverty from a land which once held out to 
eveiy greedy factor the hope of boundless wealth the piaise 
IS in no small measme due to Cine His name stands 
high on the roll of conquerors But it is found in a better 
list in the list of those who haie done and suffered mudi 
for the happine«s of mankind To the warrior lustory will 
assign a place m the same rank with LucuUus and Tiajan 
hor will she deny to the refoimer a share of that venera 
tion with which France cherishes the memory of Turgot 3230 


and with which the latest generations of Hindoos will con 
template the statue of Lord WiUiam Beutinok 
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NOTES 



1 Norcs 

47 (Sit John ltftlc(dxQ.*B) Tolnmes This E«sa} on “ Clive h&s 
• Its te\tj so to *5pcnli., Sir John Malcolm’s ork Tlie full tatle 
en m the footnote 

18 Eepelled Dni en an *ij from the subject,— from the study 
Indnn History 


NOTES 9: 

76 With this pat'igraph Macaulay b^ns Im own account o: 
Clives life,—the preceding pages are merely introductoi} 

76 The Clives le tike lamily td bxa father and othei 
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2 The opposition The pirt> opposed to the Government 
toicmmcnt ere ciUed “the Mmistiy," md those -n ho are 
pov er “ the Opposition ” 
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